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MARY STARBUCK’S ACCOUNTBOOKWITH THE INDIANS.

Mary Starbuck’s Account Book with the Indians consists of a sheei~—

skin covered manuscript book at the Peter Foulger Museum, Nantucket, vhich

measures approximately 8 and a half inches by twelve and a half inches,

and contains leaves numbered up to 1)47. A note on the cover states that it

was begun in 1662, and continued by Nathaniel Starbuck, Junior.

Mary Coffin, the daughter of Tristram Coffin, was born in 16)45 and

married Nathaniel Starbuck, the son of Edward Starbuck, in 1662 (Starbuck

192)4:699). According to Starbuck (192)4:803), she was “one of the ablest

women who ever lived on Nantucket and her advice and influence were note-

worthy factors in the conduct of affairs”. Chalkley, a Quaker who visited

the island in i~o)4, wrote that she “was a wise, discreet woman, well read

in Scriptures,.. .in great reputation throughout the island for her know-

ledge in matters of religion, and an oracle among them on that account, in

so much that they would not do any thing without her advice and consent

therein” (Macy 1835:59). She died in 1717 and her husband, Nathaniel, died

in 1719 (Starbuck 192)4:803).

In this account book, entries start in 1683, not 1662, and continue

until 1766. Before 1717, in a seventeenth century hand, there are accounts

for many Indians, who are primarily cod-fishing and fowling (credits: fish

and feathers). After 1717, in a new hand, accounts are fewer, and include

one or two whaleboat crews of Indian whalers.

Each Indian account was entered on two facing pages. As the book lies

open, the left leaf contains the debits, and the right leaf shows the credits

of a given account. A page number is written on the upper right—hand cor-

ner of the right hand leaf. Since each facing pair of pages is numbered



as one page, there were originally 1)47 numbered pairs of pages, or 29)4

pages of text. Approximately 1)4 leaves, listed on page 25 , are missing,

and in several cases appear to have been cut out. Since each pair of

pages has more than one account, at present there are a total of about

200 Indian accounts.

These accounts have never been studied in detail for several reasons.

First, they contain an immense amount of data. Secondly, much of the

hand—writing is archaic, and the strike—outs, over—writing, and ink blots

present sometimes insurmountable problems of legibility. In addition, the

thrifty method of filling up blank pages with later accounts in no order

and with no index produced a complexity which overwhelms the reader. In

Exhibit 1 we reproduce page 36 of the text, a relatively clear and simple

example of the account book style.

We have made a first attempt to sort out the accounts by means of

an index of Indian names, dates, and pages on which these accounts can be

found. This attempt is not free from possible errors. Especially with

Mary Starbuck’s hand-writing, we have had to guess and puzzle. We con-

sider this report a working research project upon which we and others can

build, or challenge our readings.

Through the nearly 100 years of the accounts, the Indian nomenclature

changed. Wottashame became Tashame (I think), and T,Tossoy, Socoy, and Wo—

socoy are the same person (I think). In several cases we have identified

aliases witil the help of the dates of the accounts (Pocanah, Pack, Cod—

pocana). In contrast, we do not think Woddahomali and Woddabmom are the

same person, because they each have an account in 168)4. Further analysis

may clarify additional problem cases.
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Although there are additional account books at the Foulger Museum,

each of which includes up to 12 Indian accounts, Mary Starbuck’s Account

Book with the Indians has a scope and comprehensiveness for the Indians

of Nantucket in the seventeenth century which sets it apart from all the

others. We can speculate that she single-handedly was introducing and

guiding the Indians of Nantucket into the mysteries and benefits of the

English economic system. This is a remarkable episode in American

history to find recorded in all its human details. For a taste of the

flavor of the accounts, see the account for Obed Japhet, Exhibit 2.

Unfortunately, the results, as far as the Indians were concerned,

were mixed. Although the Indians clearly lived very well on their

income from whaling, fishing, fowling, and other, more routine labor

(Little 1980, 1981), they also acquired the constant burden of debt

associated with the company store system.

This treasure trove of data about Indian life on Nantucket covers the

period 1683, when the cod—fishing industry of Nantucket got under way, to

1766, when most of the Indians died of a tragic sickness (Little and Sussek

1979). Mary Starbuck’s Account Book deserves careful preservation, and

reproduction in some form to enable convenient detailed study.
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Exhibit 1. Facsimile copy of page 36 of Mary Sta.rbuck’sAccount Book.

On the left hand. side, indicated by items beginning ~to”, we find the

debits. On the right hand side we find the credits, prefacedby “by”.

The first account on this page, that of Joel Gibe, 168L~._l685,is at the

top of the page, both left and right.. The secondaccount, that of Obid

Japhet, for 172L1._1730, which Is in a new handwriting, clearly represents

a thrifty use of empty space in the account book. This is one of the

most legible pages. ‘Hooks’ is my reading for what looks like ‘hoofs’.

Place names mentioned in Gibe’ account are: Siasconset,Mataquecham.

Japhet‘a account mentions a whale “got with Smugg along Shore”, “toeing

a whale”, “holding plow 1 day”, “mare returned”, and “long bone” (baleen).

Purchasesinclude:stirgin iron, beef, boards, hooks, line, and lead (for

fishing), a mare and saddle, cord of wood on the wha~(firewood), a lance

warp (a rope attached to a lance), a testament book, etc. For preliminary

analysesof these data for all these accounts, see Little (1980, 1981).
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Exhibit 2. Transcription of Obid Japhet account, pages 36 and. 37

of Mary Starbuck’s Account Book with the Indians, 1683-1766. “Toe

items are debits from the left hand leaves of pages 36 and 37. “By”

items are credits from the right hand leaves of pages 36 and 37.
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1723/4 Obid Japhet Dr to 5/6 in bills & 1 skaine of Silk 1/6

to a 3/0 bill, a kniffe i/o. a 10/0 bill. a line 6/0

lead. & hook 2/10

1724 to a 10/0 bill, old Jaccoat12/0. & Cash. 2/6 in

a bill. Shoes19/6

to 6/0 inony. ditto 4/0. a mare at ~ 18. a saddle 20/0

to 20/6 in bills. 4/6 in a bill. 1 y4~ & stuff: 9/0.

thrid. 0/6

to 8/0 in bills. Stirgin iron 1/6 & 16/0 in bills

7~ ii to pd. S. Hussey 22/8. ditto 7/10. & 35/0 in bills at

1724 Then Reconedwith Obid. Japhet & rest dew to ball ye

?~14 above(dewtome)

to 2:blankits at SH 45/0 & 8/6 cash. 4 yds ozenbrigs at

2/8 & (o)/8

17 to 1 Cord. of wood. of EG on ye wharffe 16/9 & 3/0 in

23 to i/o in meat. ~ corn 1/9 & 4/6 in a bill, ditto

a 5/0 bill to py:RG as he said.

-- 5 to 20/ in bills & 4 yds ozenbrigs 10/8. thrid. d6
1/2 bushel come

8 to 1 med. 1/6 meat. leather of T:C 2/0. a 3/0 bill

1725 to paid. Isaac Woese 3/0. pr his order. & 4 yds ozebrigs
to him self

to pd S:h 5/8

1725 Then Reconed. with Obid Japhet & rests dew to bil ye above

16 to 150 foot of Squaredgedbords at 12/? makes

to a lance warp 4/6. 3C’~/.pd Richard folger pr order

30 to pd dimond 20/. pr order ~P&~nails 3/6. a note for

a hat S:h 5/6?

to 1”2”O of Shingle nail ?/?. 4 qts mollases & 4/6:bill

of T:C 3/6

to 6 yds of Cloth at 7/6. is 45/ 1~candles 1/2. leather

last year of T:C 3/6

S. H.

to 1 Chees i/o

a bill

00 07 00

01 02 10

1 14 09

19 10 00

01 14 06

01 15 06

03 05 06

00 01 00

29 01 01

16 07 01

3 04 09

000 19 09

00 12 03

1 14 04

00 06 06

00 05 08

00 05 08

24 06 04

08 14 10

00 18 00

01 14 06

02 09 06

00 12 06

02 09 08



to Sundries as pr peice paper with an old Seal on it 07 10 10

to a bridle of S:h. 6/8 Cash. ?? -~ yd ozenbrigs 4/6 00 11 06

to Nony pd Jonathan Small ;r his order & request 10 00 00

to plowing pr Josiah: 1 acre 17/0. 1/ of B:S 1/ of my wiffeOO 19 00

to pd S:H forha~ercheiffespr order 16/10. 4 yds ozenbrigs

12/ malass 1 09 10

8to a 5/ bill 2? fathain line 5/6. 98 foot boards 01 00 06

to pd Sh for a testament book & garters 5/8 & pd Eben

Coffin ?/ 01 00 08

to 30/ pd Di~ondpr order, ditto pd. Ebener Coff /6 01 17 06

to Sundries as pr ps paper 8”04”6 ~ 08 03 06

to Sundries as pr ps paper 4”4”6 Ditto as pr day book 5’10’5
091411

59 08 03

1730 Then reconed. with Obid & he owes me 47”14”4 24.7 14 04

to a note to S:Co for a duff ill Cote. 23/ glass 8/2 1 11 02

to 135 foot o±~bords of T:house at 12/9. fish wrong charge 01 06 00

to Sundries as pr daybook 24”2”6 04 02 06

54 14 00
to ironwork on ind plowirons & a land iron & key 00 16 09

??? The Reconedwith Obed Japhet & he owes me to bile ye above 35 10 00

to stuff at S:h 41/9 a blankit 25/. leather 3 taps 24/

old showtape?& brigs 03 19 03

to a shirt 12/. 1732 to plowing 1 acre pr Joe quare 25/

& by old. pony son . 02 05 00

to a plowing pr Caudooda: 1: acre 25/ ~ bushel rey 4/0 1 1 0

43 ?? 3



12,

1724 ?Contrary 0” by 2bbs & 124 gallons of oyl at 55/0 pr bb 06 15 03

by 224 Long bone at 24/0 pr # is 4”i6”O & 6# Short at 3/0 05 14 00

by fish 35. 2/? ditto 22 fish 1/10 00 QL~. 00

12 14 00

1724 by ye mare returnd at ~l5:OO”0O & ye old Saddle at 10/ 15 10 00

by holding plow 1 day 1/6 59 8 3 00 01 06
1113 24 151106
247 114 4

1727 By 8/ of Eben Smugg 00 08 00

By # days work l”O”lO fish got with E~E1is12/10 in 1728 00 13 10

By thrishing 30 busies oats at 24d is 10/. ditto barmy at4/00 13 4

By oyi & bone got with Sxnugg along shore 19/6 00 19 6

By ayl & bone gott with Smugg along Shore 20*bone oyl 13

gallons 07 13 9

By fish caught with T:House: 0”3”23 at 15/pig 00 13 3

By Dinion 8/ for toeing a whale: in 1728. for old ancor 0 13 0

Ballance dew in my favour this 15 day of ye 1l9(:

11 13 11

1730 Then Reconedwith Obid & he owes me this suni 247 14 24

which I carry to page 37-overleaf,

1731 By his whale share got along shoar with Sinugg 26--

1732 By 1 day cart dung 2/6. in ye 11 mo 1733 by 23 fish at 2/ ?

By ~ short bone got with Andrew Gardner 1731 9 mo 6/8

43 02 3
16 6

42 06 9 By some come yt I gatheredof his at wewedah

243

42

1735 then Reconedwith Obid & theres dew to me to bil ye above

which sum is carried to Paul Starbuck for him to charge to Obid
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LIST OF ACCOUNTS.

NA?E (~.NDVAR IMrrs) DAT~ PAGES

Abel, Ben 1718 - 1737 18, 23

Abel, Eben 1716 - 1717 31

Acareca 1701 19

Ackermuck, Old John 80

Amst cow 65

Antanack, George 1699 35

Apatas, Micah 1731 - 1736 138, 2

Asconnon 1683 - 1692 35*

Aspattawonet 1683 - 1692 32~11L~

Ben (see Ben Abel)

• Britten, Harry 1683 - 1694 16*

Buttler (Butler), John 1686 - 1700 iO2~139

Caine (Cane) 1686—1691 81, 138*

Chaise, Abel 1765 38

Challing, John (son of Little 1708 2
Daniel)

Charls 1696 44

Chenowas 1683 - 1685 15*

Chonoy 1690 - 1700 137*

Codpocana (see Pocana)

Connontimuck 1683 - 1695 1*

*
Conotoma 58

Constable, Will 1684 - 1693 61*

(* indicates that the named account is at the top of the starred page)



NAME (AND vARIAi~Ts) DAT~ PAGES

Corages, Jonas 1698 - 1703 107

Coshamadah 1688 123*

Cowridlius, Peetter 1685 75*

Daget, Toni 1689 - 1710 128, 129*

Daniel, Little 1706 - 1708 . .2

Dimond 1688, 1728 - 1731 120’~ 138

Dingle, Tom 1688 126*

Elias 1688 119*

Eliazer 1686 - 1711 86*

Enos 1686 - 1697 84*

Ephraim 1703 - 1709 31

Ezeral 1693 224

Garner, David 17524 139

Gentleman, the 1683 28*

Gentleman, John 1689 - 1690 28, 133*

Gibe, Joel 1683 36*

Giles, Moses 1731 3

Gilet, Paul 1762 38

Grimble 1685 - 1694 85*

Hadaway, John 1683 - 1686 22*

Haggi, Caine 1727 - 1738 18

Head, Tom 1706 3

Hosea (brother of Enos) 1688 124*
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Keastoco

Keeastoco, Job (son of Keastoco)

1684 - 1686

1683 - 1708

65*

34’~65, 121

Lame Boy

Laniontat ion

Little Daniel (seeDaniel)

Machood

Madonowa (Modonoah, Mod.onnooah,

Madonnoo ah)

Madonnooahs son Amos (Amesi)

Madonnooahs, Bonny (Wiads Son)

Mcdiiooways, Daniel (Wiles son)

Madonnooa.h~ son Tom

Mamarachzna(Mamawachina) & son

1699

1688

- 1700

- 1697

•1

.4-

127*

NA~(Ai~DVARIA1~TS)
DAT~ PAGES

(I)ain, Sam

Isop (Aesop?)

Japhet, Obed. 1723 - 1736 36, 37

Jethro 1683 - 1697 25~112

Joel 1686 - 1691 100*

Johnny Boy 1685 - 1687 30*

Jones, Ne~oEdmund 1753 - 1755 127

Joroys, Job (Jereys ?) 1687 110*

Josa 1685 23*

Josiah 1731 62

Jude 80

1685 — 1688

1704 - 1716

7Q*

148

1708 83*

1694 - 1720

1715

1703

1711

- 1721

- 1706

- 1717

73, 75, 76, 77,

78, 79, 80, 82, 85

81, 83, 140

31

3

81

1683 - 1686 11*



NA~ (AND VARIANTS) DATES PAGES

Mamuck 1683 214*

Naquabe 1686 - 1690 105*

Marachnia, Sarah - 1683 19*

Mashquad.azi 1685 - 1705 18*

Nasquot, Peter 1695 5

Mesquot 1685 20

Noges 1687 - 1691 111*

Natowa, old Squa Abigail 1732 - 1739 2

Natowas (NedTowas, Neetowas, 1684 — 1709 14~63, 108, 131
Netowas)

Neetowas, Sam 168)4 - 1699 147~106

Nettowas, Jeremiah 1700 1+1

Natt 1734 - 1747 126

Nathaniel (Nathatmm) 1686 - 1703 35, 103*

Never, Jonas 1683 - 1686 37*

Newbegin, James 1760 — 1766 22, 39

Noah . 1684 51*

Nobynash, Petter 1683 - 1686 5*

Nogot, John 1699 123

Nominoshat 1683 - 1686 124*

Nomashatsmother, old squa 168)4 - 1691 54*

Noose, Paul 1684 - 1710 45~,’ 88, 90

Noose, Wat, widow and. son 1689 - 1696 17, 1324*

Oppamin, Old 1685 79*

•1*Oppaminous looS 7..

Oouas daughter, Dorcas 76*
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NAMES (AND VARIANTS) DATES PAGES

16814

1698, 1707

1684 - 1686

1685

1688

1685 - 1688

1697

1687 — 1689

1683 - 1702

1691 - 1697

1694

1688 - 1695

1706- 1710

1697 - 1738

1684 — 1703

1726 - 1758

1691

1685

1731

1697

52*

40, 78

63*

73*

128*

78*

37

1l5~

10*

9

122*

22

118,

62*

9, 23, 24, 26, 35, 37

55, 56, 109, 112, 116

141*

82

7/4*

16

80

Quaquachanit

Quaquachunets son Spot

Q,uchpat own

Queequddnap

1688

1685 - 1694

168)4 - 1695

1703

Packainanwono squa

Panchaine

Pas cc

Pash ccno sot

Passie (Palsie)

Patti (a squawith lame hands)

Peateys, Jonas

Peateys, Simon

Peetotoquay(Peetooqua)

Peakeyes, Joshuah

Philip, John

Pilat

Pocana,Joel (Joel Codpocana)

Pocanah, James (James Pack, James
Codpocana)

Pols

Poney, Tom (Tom Pone, Pony)

Poodiddehain

Pooinnack

Poquainah

Potter, John

Punkin, Old (Pooinoquanna)

119, 123, 1)41, 113

117*

72*

49*

23
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NAMES (~ VARIANTS) DATES PAGES

Quonawas - 16824 48*

Ruben 1695 - 1704 13, 14

Sampson, Jose (Joseph Samson) 1729 - 1761 65, 67, 68, 100

Sanoge (Sanogit, Sanoga) 1699 - 1712 5, 8, 20

Saqurty, Tom (Toni saquatey) 1683 - 16924 7*

Saspehweote, N, son of James 123
Pocana

Scidone, Tom 1683 240*

Sciper 1688 125*

Scurtquade, Joe (Jo Quare) 1729 - 1741 1

Seconet (Secononet, Seconuot) 1683 - 1688 2~113

Sesapaunet, George 1695 23

Shagarond 1683 - 1687 9*

Silas 1687 - 1692 109*

Simon (Young Simon)(Old Simon) 1697 - 1705 91, 115

Small, Benjamin 1696 - 1698 24

Smug, Eben 1729 — 1737 19, 37

Socottonnasha 1683 31*

Solloman (Solomon) 1684 - 1707 53~ 81

Sopacheset 1685 43*

Sosoah 16824 - 1689 67*

Sowanan (Sowad.an, Sowanam) 16824 - 1707 15, 30, 57*

Spotso, Joshuah 1683 — 1688 38*

Spatso, Old, father of Joshuah 1685 - 1686 82*

Spatsos wife 1695 - 1697 82

Spotso, Josiah 1728 - 17242 133
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NAME (AND VARIANTS) DATES PAGES

Squadansipa 1686 - 90*

Stoudt, Old 1685 77*

Sturgess, Ned 1683 - 1705 27*

Tashame, Isaac, brother of John 17243 - 1760 106, 110, ill, 113,

Tashanie, son of John Tashaine 120

Tashame,John (see Wottasha.me) 1710 — 1743 26, 120, 125

Tashame,John Jr. 17141 122
*

Tatakamoson 55

Tatondgel 1685 - 1693 60*

Teastors, George 1688 - 1691 65

Tom, Old 1685 81*

Toncsathaquot 1685 80*

Totonege 1683 39*

Towadde, Abram & ye old Squa 1725 - 1742 69, 70, 124

Towadde, Joe & the old. squa 17324 - 1742 66, 67
(JosephTwoowady) 1755 — 1767 115

Towarry (Toward, Tawardy) 16924 - 1711 7, 714

Towtrim ? 122

Tuffecin 1683 8

Tuppantuxnnah 1684 - 1686 56*

Turkque 1688 - 1691 72

Wachawedy (Wachawidd) 1683 - 1688 20*

Waimanahuinnia,Jorge 1687 107*

Washaman, Isack 1700 - 1703 42

Wawinit 1686 - 1689 89*

Will, Old 1688 116*
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NAME (AND VARIANTS) DATES PAGES

Willcock, John 1760 - 1765

Wimond .1687

Winnapo, a viniard Indian 1683

Wishiin 1695

Woddacoinah (Woddodacomah) 1686

Woddahomah 16814

Woddahmom 1684 - 1686

Wowdocanah, Ephraini 1689 - 1691

Wowodah 1685

Wowodawa 1684

Woinhomas son, David 1688

Wonnanishpiphoo(Wonnanishpipoo)1683 - 1687

Wonnanishpiphoo, Joseph 1689 - 1692

Wormosin 1683 - 1698

Wonnouls, Ephraim 1694 - 1702

Woosse, Isaac 1727 - 1743

Woppanone 1685

Wososoahs,John & son 17024

Wossocowit (Wossocoy, Wusacain, 1683 — 1719
Wessogin, Wossoy, Socoy), son
of Watt Noose, andWonnodoges son.

Wunuppasonsson Neherniah 1690 - 1692

Wottashanie,John 1683 - 1700

Wottshamoonet (Wattashamonet) 1683 - 16924

Wottowapasha 1700

Wottoyocopy 1685

Wuttoonatagin 1685

240

108*

2*

37

L~4*

64*

132*

69*

5~*

118*

29*

29

26*

51

1/46

125

17, 54, 117, 134

139*

1247

130

143

/42*

68*
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NAMES (AND VARIANTS) . DATES PAGES

Wuttoonietagon, John l6a5 - 1704 2424, 68

(Y)wacha 1683 - 1691 3*

Zachariah 1683 - 1704 l2~ 91

Zefaney 1686 1014*

(? ) 1728-1754 1245

(* indicates that the named account is at the top of the starred page)
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PAGES MISSING FROM THE ACCOUNTBOOK WITH THE INDIANS.

CR~ITS DESITS

(“by”) (“to”)

11 12

16 17

58 59

59 60

90 91

100 101

101 102

134 135

135 136

136 137

141 142

142 143

143 144

144 145

Total: 14 leaves missing.
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